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vision

mission

work

A caring world where the basic requirements of people 

in need are fulfilled.

Inspired by Islamic humanitarian values, Islamic Relief 

Worldwide aims to help meet the needs of vulnerable 

people and empower them to become self-reliant so 

that they can live with dignity and confidence. We help 

individuals, groups and institutions to develop safe and 

caring communities and make it possible for those who 

wish to support others to reach people in need of their 

help.

We provide help where it is needed most and 

wherever we are best placed to assist. We do this 

regardless of race, colour, political affiliation, gender or 

belief and without expecting anything in return. We 

work to mitigate the effects of disasters, preparing 

for their occurrence where possible and responding 

with emergency relief and rehabilitation. We promote 

sustainable development through our work in the 

sectors of education, health and nutrition, water and 

sanitation, and livelihoods. We also advocate on behalf 

of the poor.  We hope to contribute to achieving the 

Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) through raising 

awareness of the issues that affect poor communities 

and through our work on the ground.

Cover photo: A girl from Forward Kahuta in 
Pakistan-administered Kashmir, where Islamic 
Relief has been helping people rebuild their 
lives after the devastating earthquake in 2005. 

In the name of Allah, most Merciful, most Kind 
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Letter from the 
Chair of the 
Board of Trustees

Assalamu alaykum

Peace be upon you all.

2008 marked the beginning of a period of 

extensive change for Islamic Relief Worldwide 

(IRW) as we embarked upon an internal 

change process to improve the efficiency and 

effectiveness of our work. 

This wide-ranging and inclusive process has taken 

on board the needs and concerns of all our 

stakeholders around the world, and we hope it 

will help us continue to grow and mature as an 

organisation so that we can meet the challenges 

of the world in which we live. 

As an organisation Islamic Relief relies on 

the commitment and hard work of our 

staff and volunteers, many of whom make 

personal sacrifices in order to help achieve the 

organisation’s objectives. We hope that one of 

the outcomes of the change process will be to 

improve our role as an employer and to develop 

and support every member of staff. 

Our internal change process has coincided 

with a period of ever increasing uncertainty 

in the worldwide economy. We know that 

times are hard for everyone, which is why we 

are more grateful than ever to all our donors 

and supporters who continue to give so 

generously to fund our projects.  In the spirit 

of the prophetic teaching that ‘charity does 

not decrease wealth,’ they have continued to 

have faith in the importance of our work. This 

reiterates the need for Islamic Relief to ensure 

that donations are used to bring maximum 

benefit to the communities we work with.

The work of Islamic Relief is as relevant today 

as it ever has been. Those who are suffering 

most acutely from the global financial crisis are 

those who had so little to begin with. We are 

committed to helping people in need, whether 

they are the victim of a natural disaster, of 

conflict or poverty. However, we also work with 

communities to reach a point where they no 

longer need our help. 

On behalf of the Trustees I would like to take 

this opportunity to thank Haroun Atallah who 

has served as CEO over the last five years. 

During that time the organisation experienced 

exceptional growth propelling it to first position 

in the mid-cap charities index in the UK. 

This growth was coupled with improvements 

in systems and reporting that earned the 

organisation recognition by the sector and other 

stakeholders.

I would also like to take this opportunity to 

welcome Saleh Saeed as IRW’s new Chief 

Executive. Saleh has joined us at an exciting time 

in our history as we approach an important 

milestone - 25 years of serving humanity. I 

would like to wish Saleh all the best in his role 

and would like to thank all our supporters, 

donors, staff and volunteers who have shown 

extraordinary commitment over the past year, 

and indeed the past 25 years.

Dr Essam El-Haddad
Chair of the Board of Trustees

Islamic Relief Worldwide

September 2009
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Message from 
the CEO

Assalamu alaykum

Peace be upon you all.

As Islamic Relief Worldwide (IRW) approaches 

its 25th anniversary, 2008 has been a year of 

reflection, change and continued expansion in 

our operational capacity. 

With the world facing an economic downturn 

and food insecurity threatening communities 

across the globe, we are trying to take stock of 

what we have done well in the past and what we 

can improve upon in the future, God willing. 

Following my appointment in June 2008, 

IRW has been undergoing an internal change 

process aimed at giving us a more efficient 

and responsive organisational structure. This 

change will also take in international governance 

structures and influence the new Strategic Plan 

for 2010-2015. 

We need to think clearly about the kind of world 

we want to see in the coming 25 years. We need 

to measure how close we are to achieving the 

Millennium Development Goals and develop 

still more effective programmes to ensure that 

everyone’s basic needs are met. And we also 

need to better ar ticulate - as an international 

NGO inspired by Islamic charitable values – what 

our role should be in developing sustainable 

models of material and civic progress.

A good example of this last point may be the 

help IRW offers vulnerable communities through 

microfinance loans based upon Islamic banking 

principles. These livelihood programmes deploy 

zero-interest financial support, shared risk with 

beneficiaries and practical skills training for 

ethically sound income generation activities. 

In the coming years, we hope to fur ther mature 

projects of this kind and create an intimate 

link between the values that guide us with 

development programmes in the field.

With regard to emergencies, during 2008 

our disaster response teams reached new 

communities devastated by Cyclone Nargis 

in Myanmar and conflict in the Democratic 

Republic of Congo. We also provided urgent 

relief to those affected by earthquakes in China’s 

Sichuan province and Balochistan, Pakistan.  IRW 

was also one of the few agencies on the ground 

during the war in Gaza, and we later significantly 

upgraded our relief effor ts there both 

independently and as part of the DEC appeal. 

None of the above - or, indeed, any of our 25 

year history - would have been possible without 

the immense generosity of our supporters and 

volunteers which continues unabated even in 

these difficult times. Through this wonderful 

collective effor t, I look forward to being able to 

jointly develop our shared vision for the future as 

we work towards creating a more equitable and 

just world, Inshallah/God willing.   

I present to you IRW’s Annual Report 2008, 

containing a summary of our project work and 

financial statements for the year.

Saleh Saeed
CEO of Islamic Relief Worldwide

September 2009
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Report of Directors/Trustees

Organisational aims in 2008
Islamic Relief works to relieve the suffering of the world’s 

poorest people by providing emergency relief and 

supporting sustainable development. During 2008, we 

continued to meet these aims by providing humanitarian 

aid to those affected by conflict in Iraq, the Democratic 

Republic of Congo and Gaza in the Palestinian Territories. 

We also responded with emergency relief to those 

affected by natural disasters in Pakistan, China, Bangladesh 

and Myanmar. 

The plight of the world’s poorest people became even 

more critical this year as the impact of the global food 

crisis was felt by communities across the developing 

world.  Basic food commodities became unaffordable and 

drought left many unable to grow their own crops or rear 

their livestock. Millions of people became vulnerable to 

malnutrition and were pushed back into poverty. 

In 2008, our work towards the aims of the Millennium 

Development Goals continued as we helped reduce 

poverty and increase access to basic services in some 

of the world’s poorest countries. Our projects in over 

20 countries are helping to provide people with food, 

clean water, quality healthcare, education and the means 

to make a living. Wherever we can, we are empowering 

people to help themselves so that they are no longer 

dependent on aid. 

Preparing for and responding to disaster 
The impact of emergencies is often most devastating in 

the world’s poorest countries where people may lack the 

resources to rebuild their lives. We aim to increase our 

capacity to respond effectively to natural and man-made 

disasters. We will also work towards reducing vulnerability 

through disaster preparedness programmes that will 

empower communities to deal proactively with emergency 

situations.  We will also continue to help communities 

rebuild their lives after the initial emergency period.

 
Supporting education for all
Education is key to ensuring long-term development 

for poor communities. We aim to support access to 

educational opportunities by promoting formal and 

vocational education, par ticularly among disadvantaged 

communities.

Providing access to water and healthcare
Poverty and ill-health often go hand in hand due to a 

lack of access to clean water and healthcare services. 

We will work towards improving the health of the 

communities we work with. We will provide access to 

clean and sustainable water and sanitation facilities, as well 

as increase knowledge of hygiene practices. We will also 

provide healthcare services and awareness training, with an 

emphasis on caring for mothers and children.

Promoting sustainable livelihoods
Supporting people to earn a living is key to reducing 

dependency on aid and helping them move out of 

poverty. We are working to increase the economic, social 

and physical capacity of communities to sustain their 

livelihoods. We will continue to offer support by providing 

training, tools and interest-free microfinance loans.  

Caring for widows, orphans and children 
in need
Children who have lost their parents or who face 

extraordinary challenges such as conflict, displacement or 

HIV, may struggle to meet their basic needs. We provide 

support to orphans and other vulnerable children to help 

them realise their full potential. We do this by offering 

a comprehensive orphan support and child welfare 

programme that takes care of their education, health, 

social welfare and domestic needs. 

Campaigning and advocacy
We believe effective partnerships are key to alleviating 

global poverty. Over the years we have increased our 

work with other international NGOs, speaking out against 

poverty and raising awareness about the issues facing 

those we work with. We do this by developing policies, 

awareness-raising, research, lobbying and campaigning. 

We will continue to increase awareness of our Islamic 

humanitarian values and our inclusive approach.
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People from Patuakhali, Bangladesh, wait to 
receive items that will help them access clean 
water and sanitation facilities. 7
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Preparing 
for and 
responding 
to disaster 

Disasters usually come without warning but 
sometimes their impact can be mitigated if 
those living in high-risk areas are prepared 
for what may happen.

Islamic Relief ’s work in flood-prone countries like Bangladesh and 

conflict zones like the Occupied Palestinian Territories is often 

focussed on preparing for what may come as well as dealing with 

the effects of disasters. Whether that means building flood-proof 

homes or counselling traumatised children, our work aims to 

mitigate the impact of disasters.

We also aim to respond as quickly as possible when disaster strikes 

so that we can deliver aid to those most in need. In 2008, we were 

in Balochistan on the day of the earthquake and began delivering 

emergency supplies the following day. In Gaza we were working on 

the ground every day of the conflict that began at the end of the 

year.

In 2008, we also continued to help rebuild the lives of those affected 

by disasters in previous years, including families recovering from 

Cyclone Sidr in Bangladesh and those whose lives were changed 

forever by the devastating tsunami in 2004 and the South Asia 

ear thquake in 2005. We also responded to a number of new 

emergencies including Cyclone Nargis in Myanmar and a devastating 

earthquake in Sichuan, China.  

Photo: A destroyed Palestinian 
refugee camp in Lebanon. 
Photographer: Wendell Phillips / 
Islamic Relief.
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